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Outline

Å Introductions

Å ²Ƙŀǘ ŘƻŜǎ ΨŎƭŜŀǊΩ ƳŜŀƴΚ

Å How do we achieve it in writing?

Å Tool-box of language techniques

Å Different levels of your text that 
you can adjust

Å Applying it to your own writing
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Introductions

» Cassily Charles

» 0ÌÅÁÓÅ ÉÎÔÒÏÄÕÃÅ ÙÏÕÒÓÅÌÆ ÉÎ ȬÃÈÁÔȭ

- Your research / professional focus

- Geographical location

- ! ȬÈÕÍÁÎȭ ÆÁÃÔȟ ÅȢÇȢ (ÁÖÅ ÙÏÕ ÅÁÔÅÎ Á ÐÅÁÒ 
today? What kinds of birds are usually outside 
your window? Do you play the ocarina?
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What does ôclearõ mean?

ÅCulture of English-language academic 
writing

ÅWriter works hard, so that the reader 
finds it easy

ÅValue & effects of clear academic 
writing
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How do we achieve clarity in writing?

1. Writing product, versus writing 
process

2. Different writers have different 
processes
Å Planners ɀplanning for clarity

Å Drafters ɀediting for clarity

3. Prescription versus tool-box 
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Tool-box for clarity

Levels of the text which you can 
adjust for clarity...

Context (e.g. readership) 

Global structure

Paragraph structure

Links between sentences

Word choices

Formatting & layout
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Global structure of  your text

Å Major parts/chapters/sections 

Å Predictability & transparency

Å Differences between disciplines

Å Key parts of the structure for clarity

Ϛ Table of contents

Ϛ Introduction & mini-introductions

Ϛ Section headings & sub-headings
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The Introduction

Å From general to specific

Å 3 main stages

1. Background or context

2. Topic (purpose / aims / topic / research 
questions / hypothesis, etc.)

3. Outline 
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Global structure of  your text

Predictability & transparency

Dependent on discipline & 
type of introduction
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Afghanistan is one of the poorest countries in the developing world. Schooling opportunities, 
even for those who are comparatively well-off, are limited by centuries of traditional attitudes 
and the predominantly rural nature of the population base. These opportunities have become 
even more limited, particularly for women, by the impact of continuous war and the destruction 
of much of the existing educational infrastructure. This essay examines the role of gender and 
birth order in underpinning discrimination in schooling opportunities and will limit itself to data 
from two sites, one in metropolitan and one in rural Afghanistan. It will be shown that gender 
and birth order are the two most significant factors impacting on schooling opportunities for 
Afghani girls and women. The essay will first examine the educational landscape of current 
Afghanistan, and then move on to consider in turn the specific factors impacting on access to 
schooling.

Find the boundaries of the 3 stages
ÅContext / background
ÅTopic
ÅOutline

Based on the outline in this introduction, can 
you predict the structure (paragraph topics) of 
the rest of the essay which would follow this?



Paragraphs

Å Predictability & transparency

Å 3-part structure

1. Topic sentence

2. Body 

3. Concluding sentence (optional)
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It can be argued that a Western political system has failed in Pakistan for two major 
reasons. The first is that none of the leaders of the government, which has been 
based on a Western democratic constitutional system, has attempted to rule the 
country in a democratic way. Instead they have instituted autocratic rule. The second 
reason has been the lack of strong political parties. As a result, when constitutional 
crises have arisen there has not been sufficient popular support behind any one party 
to overcome the situation. While it is necessary to recognize that these are not the 
only factors determining the failure of a democratic system, they stand as the most 
prominent reasons.

Example: Introduction to a coursework essay 
(Text A in Hand-out)
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Example: Introduction to a coursework essay
(Text A in Hand-out)

It can be argued that a Western political system has failed in Pakistan for two major 
reasons. 

The first is that none of the leaders of the government, which has been based on a 
Western democratic constitutional system, has attempted to rule the country in a 
democratic way. Instead they have instituted autocratic rule. The second reason has 
been the lack of strong political parties. As a result, when constitutional crises have 
arisen there has not been sufficient popular support behind any one party to 
overcome the situation.

While it is necessary to recognize that these are not the only factors determining the 
failure of a democratic system, they stand as the most prominent reasons.



Paragraphs

Topic sentences can have either just one part or two:

1.   Topic

2.   Outline (a list, a plural or an abstract/general term)

It can be argued that a Western political system has failed in Pakistan for two major reasons.

Topic

Outline
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Paragraphs

Å Predictability & transparency

Å Differences due to discipline, type of text 
ÁÎÄ ÔÙÐÅ ÏÆ ÃÈÁÐÔÅÒ Ⱦ ÓÅÃÔÉÏÎ ȣ

1. Which paragraphs need topic sentences?

2. Which topic sentences need outlines? 
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Paragraphs

Exercise

1. Read Text C

2. What is the main idea of this paragraph?

3. Write a topic sentence which captures the topic, 
and also provides an outline , to help the reader 
predict the structure.

» Reminder: Try a list or a plural for the outline.  Put it 
at the end of the topic sentence.

4. Type your topic sentence into the chat window.
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Paragraphs

The main complaint about the sociological perspective is that it concentrates on social 
ÓÔÒÕÃÔÕÒÅÓ ÁÎÄ ÎÏÒÍÓ ÁÎÄȟ ÁÓ Á ÃÏÎÓÅÑÕÅÎÃÅȟ ÉÇÎÏÒÅÓ ÔÈÅ ÉÎÄÉÖÉÄÕÁÌȭÓ ÄÉÓÐÏÓÉÔÉÏÎÓ ÁÎÄ 
characteristics (Hurrelman, 1989; Poole, 1989). Sociological research has also been censured 
for treating the individual as a passive recipient, influenced solely by environmental forces. 
4ÈÉÓ ÃÒÉÔÉÃÉÓÍ ÉÓ ÅÓÐÅÃÉÁÌÌÙ ÒÅÌÅÖÁÎÔ ÔÏ ÔÈÅ ȬÓÏÃÉÁÌ ÁÄÄÒÅÓÓȭ ÓÔÕÄÉÅÓ ɉ"ÒÏÎÆÅÎÂÒÅÎÎÅÒȟ ΧίήάȠ 
Bronfenbrenner and Crouter, 1983).

Hemmings B. (1994). Senior secondary school persistence and attrition: The development and testing of a theoretical model. 

PhD thesis, UNSW.
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Paragraphs

Applying it to your own writing

» Planning or editing?

ÅTake a paragraph of your own (not an intro, 
conclusion or abstract)

ÅWhat is the main idea of this paragraph?

ÅIs there a topic sentence? Does the paragraph need 
one? How long is it? 

ÅAre you using other signposting? e.g. sub-headings

ÅDoes the para need an outline? Does it have parts / 
points?

ÅDraft a topic sentence for your paragraph
17




